
TASC FORUMS 2020
November 11 – Update 



Agenda
NEW ITEMS 

Accessing Exam Papers
Internal Ratings – Level 3 and 4 verification period currently open

Exam Centres – Supporting Students 
Setting Examiners – 2021 EOIs opening soon 

QUERIES RELATED TO PREVIOUSLY SHARED ITEMS

GENERAL QUERIES



EXAM PAPER ACCESS 2020   

• Examination papers will be published online within three working days (at the 
latest) of the exam session.
They will be located on the relevant course page, under the supporting documentation 
tab.  

TASC Courses 

• Hardcopies of the exam papers (located at exam centres) will be released on the 
last day of the exam period – 19 November.  

https://www.tasc.tas.gov.au/students/courses/


INTERNAL RATINGS Questions and Answers 
Level 3 and Level 4 – verification period is now open

• Reminder that all corrections must be made by the teacher in TRACS (independent and 
Catholic schools) or SARIS (DoE schools) 

• Verification period closes Wednesday 18 November. 

Level 1, 2 and Preliminary Courses 

• Level 1, 2 and Preliminary internal ratings are due to TASC by COB Thursday 19 
November

• Internal ratings verification period for Level 1, 2 and Preliminary courses
Monday 23 – Friday 27 November. 



TASC 2020 Medical Certificates  

• Please remind students and parents that the TASC Medical Certificate is the only is the 
only medical certificate accepted by TASC and must be used by students if they are 
unable to attend an exam due to illness or emergency. 

• What to do in case of illness and emergency during the examination period

• TASC will accept medical certificates if a student is unable to attend an exam due to 
undertaking a COVID-19 test.

• An email will be provided to the student’s registered email address confirming that the 
medical certificate is accepted (following review of the application). 

https://www.tasc.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/TASC-2020-Senior-Secondary-External-Assessment-Medical-Certificate.pdf
https://email.tasc.tas.gov.au/t/y-l-uuiliyk-iykuirsdt-a/


TASC 2020 Medical Certificates  

COVID-19 TEST - MEDICAL CERTIFICATES

• Follow advice from Public Health 

• Submit the TASC Medical Certificate to TASC 

• Isolate until results of the test are received 

• Students are not expected to sit a schedule exam on the day of receiving their results   

• Students are expected at exams scheduled from the day after receipt of a negative test

• If a student is still unwell and unable to sit scheduled exams they should make an 
appointment with a GP and have the GP submit an additional TASC Medical Certifiacte

https://www.coronavirus.tas.gov.au/families-community/schools-and-childcare
https://www.tasc.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/TASC-2020-Senior-Secondary-External-Assessment-Medical-Certificate.pdf


EXAM CENTRES – SUPPORTING STUDENTS 

Questions and Answers To lessen the anxiety felt by students, their parents/guardians please ensure that the following is known 
and understood by school-based staff:

COVID-19 Safe Practices for exam centres 

• TASC has not placed any additional layers on the COVID-19 safety requirements 
information shared is current Public Health advice for schools 

• please clarify with school-based staff that TASC are not ‘offering’ or ‘providing’ COVID-19 
advice

• TASC are following the current Public Health advice to ensure that the exam centres 
remain safe for students, staff and TASC staff 



SETTING EXAMINERS FOR 2021

Questions and Answers 
• TASC will begin advertising for 2021 Setting Examiners in the next TASC update 

published on 24 November. 



TASC – Drop-in Sessions 

• Upcoming principal and TLO forums

Are there any particular topics that schools would like additional information on? 

Drop-in sessions to ask any questions and/or request support. 

• Wednesday 18 November 2020 3:00pm – 4:00pm 
Join Microsoft Teams Meeting

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YTYxODNhMGUtMmMyZi00ZTRiLWIyY2EtYjcwYmM4Y2EzMWM0%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22a9be3ac7-0c60-491e-8b3b-a32f8f46aec8%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%227ff51a22-cc2a-4a04-ba79-eb5f61b840f8%22%7d


GENERAL QUERIES  



PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED SLIDES 



STUDENT RESULTS – ‘null results’ query 

Questions and Answers Question: 

If a no results are entered for a student - does this appear as a NN on their certificate or does 
the subject not appear at all?

Answer: 

The subject does not appear on the result’s results profile.



PA Guarantee Information Sheet has been updated with examples and talking points from the 
previous TASC forum. 

Link to access the updated document TASC - Preliminary Achievement Guarantee 
Information Sheet with examples. 

PRELIMINARY ACHIEVEMENT (PA) GUARANTEE FOR 2020 

https://www.tasc.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/TASC-Preliminary-Achievement-Guarantee-for-2020-Infosheet.pdf


PRELIMINARY ACHIEVEMENT (PA) GUARANTEE FOR 2020 

Questions and Answers The Preliminary Achievement Guarantee: 

• is designed to support students who are finding their courses particularly challenging 

• applies to courses with external assessments where students are expected to demonstrate 
their knowledge and skills under pressure in a time critical environment, such as written 
exams, oral exams, performances and presentations

• applies to students who sit their exams, and are ‘tracking towards’ at least a PA.



PRELIMINARY ACHIEVEMENT (PA) GUARANTEE FOR 2020 

Questions and Answers The PA Guarantee does not: 

• apply to assessments where students prepare their external assessment work throughout 
the year, with support from their school

• guarantee students an award of Satisfactory Achievement or higher

• apply to Level 1 or Level 2 courses

• need to be applied if a student achieves a PA on their own.



PRELIMINARY ACHIEVEMENT (PA) GUARANTEE FOR 2020 

Questions and Answers Modelling based on 2019 data: 

Awarded an NN (failure) Would receive a PA under the 
Guarantee 

Candidates 179 53

Students 162 49



PRELIMINARY ACHIEVEMENT (PA) GUARANTEE FOR 2020 

Questions and Answers 
Factors informing whether a student is ‘on track’ to achieve a PA

• The minimum number of C’s required for a PA in the particular course.

• The students internal ratings (the number of C’s (or above) achieved).

• The criterion for which the internal C’s (or above) were achieved.







QUESTIONS 



COVID-19 – EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT CONTACT TRACING 

ANSWERS COVID-19 Safe planning – 2020 End of Year Assessments 

• TASC is required to maintain attendance records for all attendees in exam and

assessment centres. 

• Digital attendance records will be maintained by TASC supervisors and Marking

Coordinators for TASC sessional employees. 

• Level 3 and 4 students – student phone numbers must be updated in 
the relevant systems (TRACS or Edupoint). 
Schools please cross-reference data to ensure there is a phone number for 
all students completing an external assessment. 
Encourage all students to register an email address. 



EXAM CENTRE – ATTENDANCE

Questions and Answers 
Students attending an exam centre that is not their home school: 

• must arrive at the exam centre 20 minutes prior to their scheduled examination time  

• must report to the Main Administration Office to complete any required documentation 
(i.e. health screen form)  

• must follow all instructions from the hosting school/exam centre. 

TASC is contacting schools whose students are being hosted by exam centres to outline 
possible COVID-19 related processes. 

TASC will provide a report to exam centres providing schools and students who will be 
hosted. 



RELEASE OF TASC EXAMINATION PAPERS

Questions and Answers 
• Physical exam papers will be released by TASC Exam Supervisors on the end of the last 

day of the exam period in 2020. 

• TASC will publish materials relating to each exam by close of business on the day the last 
candidate has completed their exam. 

• This important change is due to a examination clash resolutions and some Reasonable 
Adjustments.



• COVID-19 Safe End of Year Assessments 

• Final Internal Ratings 

• External Assessment 

• Paper based safety net tests 

• Communications 

• 2020 Support for Students 

• TCE standards – planning for future education and training 

standard 

• VET recognition for TCE certification 

ADDITIONAL QUERIES RELATED TO THE FOLLOWING TOPICS? 

answers 



QUESTIONS 



COVID-19 SAFE EXAM CENTRES answers 
COVID-19 Safe planning – 2020 End of Year Assessments 

• COVID-19 Safe Plan for Assessment Centres

• outlines how TASC will implement the public health 
advice for exam/assessment centres



COVID-19 SAFE EXAM CENTRES answers 
COVID-19 Safe Practices for Exam Centres Information Sheet

• emailed to all principals and TLOs 

• available on the TASC website  

COVID-19 Safe Practices for Exam Centres
Information Sheet 

https://www.tasc.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/COVID-safe-practices-for-exam-centres-information-sheet.pdf
https://www.tasc.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/COVID-safe-practices-for-exam-centres-information-sheet.pdf


COVID-19 SAFE EXAM CENTRES answers 
COVID-19 Safe Exam Centres Checklist 

• provided to TASC supervisor coordinators

• will be provided to the exam centre
COVID-19 contact, principals and TLOs



COVID-19 SAFE EXAM CENTRES answers 

• COVID-safe Behaviours

https://www.coronavirus.tas.gov.au/keeping-yourself-safe/covid-safe-behaviours
https://www.coronavirus.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/124273/COVID-safe-Behaviours-for-the-workplace-A4-Poster.pdf


COVID-19 SAFE EXAM CENTRES answers 
Student Information Sheet – What you need to know about 2020 Exams

• available on the TASC website   

• provided  to principals and TLOs via email 
on Monday 19 October 

• will be emailed to all level 3 and 4 students who have 
registered an email with TASC 

Student Information Sheet

https://www.tasc.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Student-information-sheet-what-you-need-to-know-about-your-exams.pdf


2020 TASC MEDICAL CERTIFICATES 
Questions and Answers 
• arriving at the exam centre with COVID-19 like symptoms 

• advice regarding Hay fever and COVID-19 symptoms

• TASC Medical Certificate 

https://www.coronavirus.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0025/124279/STOP-Do-Not-Enter-This-facility-A4-Poster.pdf
https://www.coronavirus.tas.gov.au/families-community/schools-and-childcare
https://www.tasc.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/TASC-2020-Senior-Secondary-External-Assessment-Medical-Certificate.pdf
https://www.coronavirus.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/124273/COVID-safe-Behavihttps:/www.tasc.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/TASC-2020-Senior-Secondary-External-Assessment-Medical-Certificate.pdfours-for-the-workplace-A4-Poster.pdf


FINAL INTERNAL RATINGS Questions and 
Answers FINAL INTERNAL RATINGS DUE DATES

• Level 3 and Level 4 internal ratings are due to TASC by COB Thursday 5 November

• Level 1, 2 and Preliminary internal ratings are due to TASC by COB Thursday 19 
November

Catholic and independent schools:
Internal rating submission opened in TRACS today, Wednesday 21 October.



FINAL INTERNAL RATINGS Questions and 
Answers VERIFICATION OF INTERNAL RATINGS PERIOD 

• Internal ratings verification period for Level 3 and 4 courses 
Monday 9 – Wednesday 18 November

• Internal ratings verification period for Level 1, 2 and Preliminary courses
Monday 23 – Friday 27 November



FINAL INTERNAL RATINGS Questions and 
Answers INTERNAL RATINGS VERIFICATION REPORTS

• Schools must run an Internal Ratings Verification Report during the verification period to 
confirm that all entered ratings are correct. 

• PDF  reports will be able to run as two distinct data sets. 
- TASC Level 3 and Level 4 courses
- Level 1, 2 and Preliminary courses.

- EXCEL Spreadsheet – all level
- PDF Level 1, 2 and Preliminary 

courses
- PDF Level 3 and 4 courses



FINAL INTERNAL RATINGS Questions and 
Answers INTERNAL RATINGS VERIFICATION REPORTS

• Corrections must be made (by teachers/schools) directly in the relevant system by the 
end of the verification period/s. 
Catholic and independents schools – TRACS 
Department of Education schools – SARIS 

• Schools must retain/archive the Rating Verification Sheets 

• Information sheets – including a stepped out process accessible from: 
Department of Education schools – Internal Ratings Verification Information Sheet
Catholic and independent schools - Internal Ratings Verification Information Sheet

https://email.tasc.tas.gov.au/t/y-l-ukidgl-iytuiidudr-r/
https://email.tasc.tas.gov.au/t/y-l-ukidgl-iytuiidudr-y/


EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT UPDATE AND Answer  
Preparing for exams: 

• Notice of enrolment forms 
• Exam centre changes 
• Folio extensions 
• Information sheets – individual courses 
• Reasonable adjustments 

During the exams: 

• Supervisor coordinators

After the exams: 

• Marking in 2020 
• Conduct review



PAPER BASED SAFETY NET TESTS - 2020

• TASC is waiving the waiting period between safety net tests (for all three TCE Everyday Adult 
Standards) allowing students who need to re-sit a test without the usual three month waiting 
period in 2020. 

• Friday 27  November - closing date for TASC receipt of safety net tests. 

• Please note students can continue to access the tests through January and February however only 
results received by Friday 27 November will be included in the December results data

• School who are not recognised as Test Centres should contact TASC for support.  



TASC COMMUNICATION 

• Social media posts 

• Student newsletter 

• Student registering to receive results via email

• Outstanding Achievement Awards 

VET applications - closing date Friday 13 November

• Student Exam Guide 2020   



TASC COMMUNICATION 

• Upcoming principal and TLO forums

Are there any particular topics that should be of focus? 

Drop-in sessions to ask any questions and/or request support. 

• Wednesday 28 October 2020 3.00pm - 4.00pm
Join Microsoft Teams Meeting

• Wednesday 4 November 2020 3.00pm - 4.00pm
Join Microsoft Teams Meeting

• Wednesday 11 November 2020 3.00pm – 4.00pm 
Join Microsoft Teams Meeting

https://email.tasc.tas.gov.au/t/y-l-uuldwt-iydhjyuujt-m/
https://email.tasc.tas.gov.au/t/y-l-uuldwt-iydhjyuujt-c/
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MTNhYmFkMWYtNDU0Ni00OGUzLTgyNDAtMTY0OTg0ZTlhODMz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22a9be3ac7-0c60-491e-8b3b-a32f8f46aec8%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%227ff51a22-cc2a-4a04-ba79-eb5f61b840f8%22%7d


AREAS OF INTEREST  



2020 STUDENT SUPPORT 

• 2020 Course Considerations

• 2020 External Assessment Specifications

• six new General Capabilities Short Qualifications for 2020

• waiving the TCE Everyday Standards Safety Net Tests waiting 

period 

• TCE planning for future education and training standard 

• VET recognition in the TCE

• 2020 Preliminary Achievement (PA) Guarantee 



TCE STANDARDS
PLANNING FOR FUTURE EDUCATION AND TRAINING STANDARD  

• The requirement for planning future education and training standard will be recognised for 
all students who have transitioned through senior secondary education. 

• All Year 12 and 13 students who are currently enrolled with TASC will automatically meet 
the planning for future education and training standard in 2020.

• The Executive Officer is considering the requirement for this standard. 



VET RECOGNITION FOR TCE CERTIFICATION  

Questions and Answers • How will VET units and qualifications contribute towards a TCE in 2020?

• All VET units undertaken as part of a full qualification 
(i.e. a Certificate I, II or III) will be recognised at the
level of the qualification, regardless of whether the 
qualification is completed or not.  

• All VET units that are not reported with a qualification
will be recognsied at the lowest level the unit is 
listed in a training package on www.training.gov.au

http://www.training.gov.au/


Office of Tasmanian Assessment, Standards and Certification

Level 6, 39 Murray Street Hobart TAS 7000 Australia
GPO Box 333 Hobart TAS 7001 Australia

P (03) 6165 6000 E enquiries@tasc.tas.gov.au W www.tasc.tas.gov.au
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